
A Fun-Filled 2014 at the Library!
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It has been a great year at the Huron 
County Community Library.  2014 boasts 
attendance of nearly 10,000 for over 800 
programs in our four locations.  There 
are way too many to include here, but 
hopefully you enjoyed one or more of 
our informational, historical, personal 
development, entertainment or crafting 
programs.

Digital library offerings increased in 2014 
with not only E-Books, but also with Zinio 
magazines and our historical collection 
of newspapers that were converted from 
microfilm to a digital format, allowing the 
papers to be searched using keywords 
and dates.

Our North Fairfield location was spruced 
up with a fresh coat of paint, new carpet, 
and a new circulation desk. The Friends 
of the Willard Memorial Library purchased 
an Early Literacy Station computer for 
the Children’s Room.  The Friends of 
the Greenwich Library had a successful 
basket auction with proceeds benefiting 

the Greenwich Library. Our Wakeman 
location continues to support community 
events and activities - don’t forget to stop 
by on December 6th during “Christmas in 
the Village.”

Our Summer Reading was well-attended, 
with programs from Lowe-Volk Nature 
Center, Mad Science, and the Toledo Zoo.   
New release movie showings continue 
to be popular with unique venues at the 
library like under the stars in Greenwich, 
Saturday matinees in North Fairfield, 
Tuesday Family Movies in Willard and 
special viewings during school breaks at 
all our locations.

Adult and Teen programs are thriving 
with book signings, author visits, Ohio 
first ladies exhibits, special presenters in 
antique jewelry, arrow heads, and crafting 
to name a few. (Continued on page 2)   
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Winter Learning 
can be Fun!

Funbrain.com - Certified 
Kid-Safe and part of 
Pearson Education; this 
website has Math Arcade, 
Reading featuring Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid and 
other characters, and 
Fun Arcade. Includes 
activities for preschool 
through 5th grade.
PBSkids.org - Videos 
and games with all your 
favorite PBS characters.  
Primarily for preschool 
through 2nd grade.
Knowledgeadventure.
com - Select from games 
from preschool through 
High School level with 
a variety of subjects 
available. 
ABCya.com - Leader 
in free educational 
computer games and 
activities for elementary 
students. Approved by 
school teachers for K 
through 5th grade.
Cookie.com  
Learn about the human 
body or try your hand at 
a math maze. It’s all here 
for preschool through age 
7. There’s even online 
coloring if you can’t find 
your crayons!

Yo u r  C e n t e r 
f o r  L e a r n i n g , 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
a n d  C u l t u r e  i n 
H u r o n  C o u n t y
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By Stephanie Buchanan, 
Greenwich Branch Librarian 

A surefire way to find volunteer opportunities in 
your community is to contact your local library, 
churches and community organizations. 

In Greenwich, we have the Greenwich 
Improvement Group that offers many volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year. During the 
holiday season, they are sponsoring a food 
drive, helping to provide needy families with 
Christmas gifts, and caroling to home-bound 
individuals to brighten their day. 

There is also bell ringing for the local Salvation 
Army office. Local veterans homes also have 

many needs that can be met through the help 
of others.

If you are unable to make a commitment to an 
organization, there are always plenty of things 
to do on your own. You could deliver a meal to 
someone who is sick, visit with a senior citizen, 
pay for coffee for the person behind you in line, 
or shovel a neighbor’s sidewalk. Random acts 
of kindness will always make someone’s day!

This holiday season, why not start a 
neighborhood “elfing?” Gather a basket of 
goodies to place on your neighbor’s porch, 
ring the doorbell and run. What a great way to 
spread holiday cheer!

A Season to Help 
Others
Volunteer Opportunities Abound 
in Your Community During the 
Holidays

We extend our many 
thanks to 
Willard 
Memorial 
Library 
supporters 
for the 
successful 
passage of 
the Bond 
Issue on November 4th.  

Renovations will begin soon.  
Once the library 
sells the bonds, 
we will begin the 
bid process for 
a contractor and 
have a firmer 
timeline to share 
with you.  Watch 
Library Buzz for 

further details. 

Thank You for Your Support, Willard!

www.huroncolib.org

2014 Fun 
Continued...

We had a great week 
at the county fair.  It 
was good to chat with 
so many of you and 
reintroduce you to the 
wonderful services and 
materials available at 
the library. 

The fun in 2014 isn’t 
over yet! We have 
a variety of holiday-
themed activities and 
programs scheduled 
in December at all 
library locations. Willard 
Staff is participating 
in the Annual Willard 
Holiday Parade, and 
Wakeman and North 
Fairfield both have city-
wide Christmas events 
planned. 

Thank you for your 
attendance at library 
events and programs.  
Let us know if there is 
something you would 
like us to offer.  We love 
reading your comments 
on Facebook and 
appreciate your shares.  
Our Twitter account is 
active so follow us for 
information on current 
events, and retweet to 
the folks following you.

With kind regards, 
Laura Lee Wilson

2



Socialize 
With Us
Be the first to know 
what’s happening 
at the Huron 
County Community 
Library!

 .com/huroncolib

 
    

Share 
With Others
The Huron County 
Community Library 
could use your 
help. Like us on 
Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter 
to see our posts 
in your news feed.  
Whenever you 
see something 
interesting going 
on, comment and 
click share to tell 
your friends! 

E-Newsletter 
Sign-up
You can now 
subscribe to 
receive our 
newsletter via 
email on our 
website. Visit 
huroncolib.org, 
click “Newsletter 
Mailing List,” and 
enter your email 
address. It’s that 
easy!

Socialize 
With Us
Be the first to know 
what’s happening at 
the Huron County 
Community Library!

 

 
    

Share 
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The Huron County 
Community Library 
could use your help. 
Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter 
to see our posts in your 
news feed.  Whenever 
you see something 
interesting going on, 
comment and click 
share to tell your 
friends! 

E-Newsletter 
Sign-up
You can now subscribe 
to receive our 
newsletter via email 
on our website. Visit 
huroncolib.org, click 
“Newsletter Mailing 
List,” and enter your 
email address. It’s that 
easy!

.com/huroncolib
By Gail Cummings, 
North Fairfield and Wakeman Branch Librarian

It’s December, and we all are looking for 
ways to make our homes and landscapes 
look festive and fun for the holidays.   Master 
Gardener Mary Strayer visited our Wakeman 
location with lots of frugal ideas. Here are 
just a few…

Place florist foam in a hanging basket, and 
arrange greenery and pinecones in the 
foam.  Run florist wire through a pretty bow 
and one or two weatherproof ornaments, 
and insert the wires in the foam.  Hang the 
basket on your door or fence!  You can do 
the same thing in urns beside your front door 
or garage for a welcoming entrance.  Use 
weatherproof fabric to make pretty Christmas 
stockings and stuff with florist foam. Add 
greenery and whatever ornaments you like, 
and hang them over your windows. 

Crafts are a great way to decorate your 
home and spend quality time with your 
children. Your local library has fun and 
creative crafts throughout the month for your 
kids, and all materials are included.  

While you’re here, check out one of many 
home decorating titles.

Have Yourself a Homemade Christmas: 
Scrumptious Recipes, Handmade Crafts 
& Heartfelt Gifts to Make Your Spirits 
Bright by Gooseberry Patch. 

Handcrafted Christmas: Ornaments, 
Decorations, and Cookie Recipes to Make 
at Home by Susan Waggoner. 

Celebrating Home: Decorating for the 
Holidays and Seasons  by Seasons of 
Cannon Falls.

Don’t forget our feathered friends this 
season!   Here is an easy, fun holiday craft 
you can do at home: make birdseed fruit 
ornaments. 

Slice an orange in half and scoop out the 
fruit.  Poke a hole in each side of the cup and 
tie string through the holes.  Fill the cup with 
birdseed and hang in a tree.
 

Beautify Your Home for the Holidays

www.huroncolib.org
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By Jen Farrell, 
Circulation Manager and Adult Program 
Coordinator

For Ohioans, the winter months can be 
summed up by two words: SNOW and 
HOLIDAYS. Holiday traditions come in a 
variety of shapes and sizes. They can be 
as simple as borrowing a favorite holiday 
DVD from the library to watch with the family 
or sharing a favorite childhood book with 
children or grandchildren. 

The highlight of the holiday season for many 
of our Willard patrons is the annual Friends 
of the Library Pet Photos with Santa. Santa 

dons his red suit to visit children, families, 
and pets at the library. Each child or pet 
leaves the library with a special treat from 
Santa. Many families even take their holiday 
card photograph with the professional 
photographer we have on hand.

Another awesome holiday tradition involving 
the library is brought to you by one of our 
Greenwich patrons. She checks out 24 
books from the library and wraps them. Each 
night in December, her children pick a book 
from under the tree that they then read as a 
family. This fun trip into literacy is completely 
free with her library card. Her children look 
forward to a surprise read each night. 

For myself, the holidays mean sharing time 
with family and friends. My friends and I 
do our “family Christmas” on New Year’s 
Eve. Our tradition is going to Lights Before 
Christmas at the zoo and then checking out 
some holiday DVDs from the library. We find 
all the holiday-themed books, DVDs, and 
music we can get our hands on at the library 
for free.  

The library provides ample outlets for new 
and old holiday traditions, from holiday 
stories to programs. Stop in this holiday 
season and share your favorite holiday 
traditions with us!

Holiday Traditions at the Library

Movies  
@huroncolib
Dec 1 @ 11am, 
Greenwich - The 
Giver* - PG-13, 100 
min

Dec 2 @ 6pm, Willard 
- Planes, Fire & 
Rescue - PG, 100 min

Dec 9 @ 5:30pm, 
Willard - Guardians of 
the Galaxy* - PG-13, 
120 min

Dec 10 @ 3:30pm, N. 
Fairfield - Movie Day

Dec 16 @ 5:30pm, 
Willard - Dolphin Tale 
2* - PG, 107 min

Dec 22 @ 11am-4pm, 
Willard - Christmas 
Movies

Dec 23 @ 5:30pm, 
Willard - Elf 
Interactive (ages 6-12) 
- PG, 107 min
Sign up required

Dec 29 @ 11am, 
Greenwich - Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles* - 
PG-13, 101 min

Dec 29 @ 11am, 
Wakeman - Movie Day

Dec 30 @ 5pm, 
Greenwich - Dawn 
of the Planet of the 
Apes* - PG-13, 131 
min

*Children under 13 
must have parent’s 
permission.

www.huroncolib.org
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By Charlotte Cunningham, 
Youth Services Manager and Children’s 
Program Coordinator

It’s December 22nd, the first day of winter 
break. The first thing out of your child’s 
mouth is, “I’m bored!” We’ve all heard 
that one before. How do you keep them 
entertained, stimulated, and, while you’re at 
it, have some fun?

It doesn’t have to cost anything! Give your 
kids some blankets and let them move 
furniture around to create forts, castles, a 
pirate ship, a cave or anything else they can 
imagine. Throw in some boxes, and kids can 
create a whole new world! 

How about making a simple craft, picking 
out some favorite pictures for scrapbooking, 
or baking some cookies? Kids can help 
you measure, cut, glue, count…you get the 
picture: FUN while learning!

If the kids get too bored indoors, send them 
to play in the white stuff we are sure to 
have plenty of! Outside…sledding, skating, 
snow forts, snow fights, snowmen, angels 
in the snow, and my favorite: making “Snow 
Cream!”  Or give them a squirt bottle filled 
with water and a little food coloring, and tell 

them to create a masterpiece.

Back inside and bored again! Take a virtual 
tour of a museum, zoo or aquarium:
Smithsonian - mnh.si.edu/panoramas 
National Zoo - Nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/
webcams
National Aquarium - aqua.org/media/
virtualtours/baltimore/index.html

Of course, taking your kids to the library is a 
tried-and-true solution for boredom. When a 
child finds the right book, it will open a whole 
new world for them. They learn to enjoy 
using their imagination as they become 
engrossed in a story. Read with your child. 
You’ll be amazed that YOU can make the 
characters come to life for your kids.  While 
you are at the library, pick out a few movies! 
Pop some popcorn and curl up on the couch 
with your kids. Instant memories!

Follow any of the suggestions above, and 
hopefully you won’t hear, “I’m bored!” this 
winter. Don’t forget our Willard location has 
a new Winter Reading program starting 
January 5. Sign your child up and count the 
mittens on the “mitten tree” as readers add 
a mitten each time they meet their weekly 
goal. “Reading is Snow Much Fun!” and 
winter can be too!

Fun and Engaging 
Activities to Blast 
Away Winter 
Boredom
Exercise Your Kids’ Minds and 
Bodies Too

Holiday Movies 
@Home

Nightmare 
Before Christmas

Polar Express

How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas

Happy Holidays 
from Sesame 
Street

Elf

National 
Lampoon’s 
Christmas 
Vacation

www.huroncolib.org
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Snow Cream Recipe: One gallon of fresh, clean 
snow, 1 cup of white sugar, 1 Tbsp of vanilla extract and 
2 cups of milk. Combine ingredients and enjoy! (Add 
powdered drink mix for extra flavor.)



Staff Picks 
for the 
Holidays

For Teens

For Kids

6
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Library Y
in Review
It was a busy yea

programming: Sin

Fitzgerald, Legos

Sit-n-Stitch, Resu

Game Night, Cou

Believe @ the

Soap Making, 

Glitz and Glam



Get Involved

We Want to Know

Is there a topic 
you’d like to learn 
more about, an 
expert you’d 
like to meet or 
an activity your 
family would 
enjoy? 

We want to know 
what kinds of 
programs you’d 
like to see at the 
Huron County 
Community 
Library. Send 
us a message 
on Facebook, 
tweet us at @
huroncolib, or 
stop by one of 
our locations and 
tell your local 
librarian. 

It’s our goal 
to serve our 
community, meet 
your needs, 
and foster your 
interests. Take 
this opportunity 
to get your voice 
heard. We’re 
excited to hear 
your suggestions!

7
www.huroncolib.orgwww.huroncolib.org

Year 
w 
ar of fun and educational 

nking of the Edmund 

s @ the Library, Movies, 

ume Help, Wii Challenge, 

uponing, Laura Ingalls Wilder, 

e Library Photo Contest, 

How to Build a Computer, 

mour in the White House, Gardening Tips and Tricks, 

American Red Cross, Arm Knitting, 

Roblox...and so much more!



December Events
These are merely a select few of the events we 

have planned this month. See our full calendar of 

events on our website and Facebook page.

Mondays @ 10am - Sit n Stitch, N. Fairfield
Grab your crocheting or knitting project 
and head to the library to share tips and 
conversation with other crafty patrons!
December 4 @ 3pm - Christmas Card 
Making, Wakeman
Design your own cards for the holidays.
December 3 @ 5-7pm - E-Reader Help, 
Greenwich
Get help setting up your device to download 
E-Books from the Ohio Digital Library. Gain 
access to millions of E-Book and audiobook 
titles for free.
December 11 @ 6pm- DIY Ruffle Scarf, 
Willard *Sign Up Required
Make your own ruffle scarf. It’s so easy, a 
beginning knitter can do it. Space is limited.

Ask a Librarian
Get live help 
finding resources 
for homework or 
research on any 
topic, suggestions for 
good books to read, 
or answers to satisfy 
your general curiosity 
from a librarian 24x7. 
Visit huroncolib.org to 
Ask a Librarian your 
burning questions!

Greenwich
4 New Street
419-752-7331 ph
419-752-6801 fax
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December 17 @ 3:45pm- Lego Mania!, N. Fairfield
We have all the supplies you need for a masterpiece, 
so create with the whole family! 
December 17 @ 6pm - Gift Wrap 101: Expert Gift 
Wrapping, Greenwich
Bring a package you’d like to make look special for 
an expert gift-wrapping lesson with Mike Lloyd.
December 17 @ 7pm - Who Picked This Book 
Club, Wakeman
Stop by to pick up this month’s book and enjoy 
thought-provoking discussion with fellow book lovers.
December 20 @ 11am-3pm - 75th Anniversary of 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Willard
Celebrate the 75th Anniversary of this beloved book 
with a special drop-in craft.
December 22 @ 10am-7pm - Make & Take 
Christmas Ornament, Greenwich
We’ll have all the materials on-hand to design your 
own special decoration for the tree this year.
December 24-25 - Closed for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, All Locations

Willard
6 West Emerald St.
419-933-8564 ph
419-933-4783 fax

Wakeman
33 Pleasant Street
440-839-2976 ph
440-839-2560 fax

N. Fairfield
5 East Main Street
419-744-2285 ph
419-744-2115 fax

www.huroncolib.org
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